
           
 

March 17, 2004 
 
 
VIA ELECTRONIC FILING 
Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 Twelfth Street, S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20554 
 
Re: WT Docket No. 02-55 
 
Dear Chairman Powell: 
 
We are writing as representatives of consumers across the nation to share our concerns 
and urge your agency to immediately address and solve the serious issue of public safety 
radio interference in the 800 MHz spectrum band.   
 
As you are well aware, the fundamental cause of this interference is the close proximity − 
and intermingling − of public safety, private wireless, and commercial wireless 
operations within the 800 MHz band of radio spectrum.  Interference within this part of 
the spectrum is of grave consequence, especially since much of public safety 
communications infrastructure operates within the 800 MHz band.  It is not an 
overstatement to say that lives are in jeopardy when radio messages sent during 
emergencies experience static, or even worse, disappear.  
 
The Consumer Federation of America has a long track record as a supporter of public 
safety and a champion of the public interest.  The Media Access Project, a non-profit, 
public interest law firm that represents citizens groups and consumer groups before the 
Commission, has supported use of the airways to promote the public interest.  In our 
view, the Consensus Plan before the FCC provides the best framework to solve the 
interference issue and to enhance public safety in a manner that serves the public interest. 
 
We support the public safety officials, cellular carriers, and private wireless users that 
helped develop the plan.  The value of this approach is that it moves proactively to solve 
the problems of interference with public safety communications from commercial 
systems in the 800 MHz band by permanently realigning the 800 MHz spectrum and 
creating separate channels for incompatible operations.  
 
When the Commission assesses the public interest benefits of the Consensus Plan, as 
required under the Communications Act, it must take into account both the undeniable 
public interest benefits of granting additional spectrum to public safety as well as the 
value of the use of the 1.9 MHz spectrum.  The Consensus plan balances the need to 



avoid unnecessary windfalls to private parties with the value of providing interference-
free spectrum to those providing a critical public service, and does so without any direct 
or indirect cost to the taxpayer. 
 
If it does that, the undersigned believe that this transfer will serve the valuable public 
interest of promoting health and safety and while avoiding unjust enrichment.   
 
Following this standard makes the Consensus Plan the right approach and is the best way 
to provide public safety interests with additional 800 MHz spectrum, lessening 
congestion within the spectrum and clearing the way for contiguous airwaves. 
 
We also believe alternative plans are flawed because they react to interference after the 
fact.  With a heightened awareness of homeland security and emergency readiness, we 
don�t believe we can�t afford to learn of problems with interference during a public 
emergency or routine responses to accidents, fires or other tragedies.   
 
As you are aware, the Commission has mandated a transition from analog to digital 
cellular service to be completed by February 2008. Without 800 MHz realignment, 
Cellular A band operators, which operate their channels closest to the National Public 
Safety Planning Advisory Committee channels, would increase interference on adjacent 
public safety channels as they transition to broadband technology.  The Consensus Plan is 
the best way to accomplish the transition while enhancing public safety. 
  
While the Commission has been reviewing this issue for two years, we understand the 
staff has developed a recommendation for the Commissioners to review. Indeed, now is 
the time to act quickly in order to provide adequate tools for our nation�s first responders.  
 
Thank you for your consideration.   
 
Sincerely, 
 

    
 
Harold Feld     Mark Cooper 
Associate Director    Research Director 
Media Access Project    Consumer Federation of America 
 
 
cc. Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy 

Commissioner Michael J. Copps 
Commissioner Kevin J. Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein 


